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I  READING COMPREHENSION                           35 min/15 points 

 

A. Read the adapted fragment from The Emperor’s New Clothes by Hans Christian Andersen 
and circle the correct answer (A, B or C) for sentences 1 – 5. 

 
 

THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES 

 
Once upon a time, in a land far away, there lived an emperor who loved clothes more than 

anything else in the world. He spent hours each day looking at himself in the mirror, thinking he was 

the most stylish and fashionable ruler in the world. 

One day, two tailors came to the land, saying they could make the most beautiful clothes in 

the world. They told the emperor that their clothes were so magical and special that only people who 

were smart could see them. The emperor was excited and thought this would show everyone how 

great he was. News of the tailors’ magical powers spread through the land, and soon everyone was 

talking about the emperor’s amazing new clothes.  

Finally, the day of the grand show arrived. The tailors pretended to give the emperor his new 

clothes. They held up an invisible shirt, pants, and coat, describing every detail as if they were real. 

The emperor, feeling uneasy but not wanting to seem foolish, took off his old clothes and 

pretended to put on the new ones. The tailors praised him, and everyone cheered. But in the middle 

of the cheers, a small voice spoke up from the crowd. It was a little boy who looked up at the emperor 

and said, “But the emperor isn’t wearing any clothes!” 

The crowd fell silent as they realised the truth: the emperor’s new clothes were nothing but a 

clever trick played by the tailors. The emperor, embarrassed and ashamed, quickly covered himself 

and returned to the palace. He gave away all his old clothes to the needy and promised to be a kinder 

and a more truthful ruler. 

 
1 emperor: a person who rules over an empire 
2 tailor: a person who makes or repairs clothes 

 

  



1) Who is the passage mainly about? 

A. some men who played a trick on a ruler 

B. two hardworking tailors  

C. an emperor who wanted to take part in a fashion show  

 

2) The people in the crowd pretended to see the clothes in order to make others believe that 
they  

A. were brave 

B. were clever 

C. had good eyesight  

 

3) The emperor felt embarrassed because 

A. the new clothes didn’t suit him well 

B. the crowd didn’t like his new outfit 

C. he was naked 

 

4) As used in the passage, which is the best synonym for kindness? 

A. meanness 

B. generosity 

C. hatred 

 

5) The emperor learned a valuable lesson about 

A. the importance of honesty 

B. how to make stylish clothes 

C. the dangers of new fashion trends 

  



                                                                                                                                                ____/5 points 
 
B. Leyla, an 18-year-old girl from Brighton, is helping her teenage friends find a summer 

job. Read about three popular jobs for teens and fill in Leyla’s notes below. There is one 
example (0).  

 

Babysitter 
What you’ll do: Babysitting is 

one of the most common jobs 

for teens. As a babysitter, you’ll 

watch kids, play with them, keep 

them safe from harm, and make 

sure they get to bed on time. 

What you’ll need: 

responsibility, patience and a 

good sense of humor 

Working hours: weekends 

only, 6PM-11PM 

What you’ll make:  £15 per 

hour 

 

  

 
Dish Washer 
What you’ll do: This is 

one of those jobs for teens 

that may feel like you’re 

doing your chores — 

except you’re getting paid. 

Where there are diners, 

there are dishes. As a dish 

washer, you’ll be 

scrubbing plates and pans 

and putting them back in 

rotation. 

What you’ll need: Strong 

arms and legs are key. 

Working hours: 

Tuesday-Sunday, 4PM-

10PM 

What you’ll make: £16 

per hour. 

Dog Walker 
What you’ll do: Love pets? 

Your neighbourhood hairy 

friends need exercise, and their 

owners aren’t always available to 

take them out for a stroll. That’s 

where you come in. 

What you’ll need: A love for 

pups is obvious, but strong 

communication and time 

management skills are also 

appreciated.  

Working hours: Monday-Friday, 

5PM-7PM 

What you’ll make: £140 per 

week

 

 
 
  

https://www.monster.com/career-advice/article/babysitter-resume-sample


 
Leyla’s Notes 

 
As a dog walker you will probably not work on (0) Saturday and Sunday.  

If you want to be a (1) _________________, you should have a lot of strength.  

Young people most often choose to work as a (2) _________________.  

For the dog walking job you need to be an (3) __________________ lover. 

The lowest salary is (4) __________________ pounds per hour.  

If you take the highest paid job, you can earn (5) ________________ pounds a day.              

 

   ____/5 points 

 
 
 
C. Complete the email below. Write ONE word for each space. The first one (0) has been 

done for you as an example. 
 

 

Hi Sue, 

David and Anne (0) have booked a tennis court for tomorrow, and now they are asking  

(1) _________ of us to join them so that we could play doubles. After the game we could hang 

out a bit in that cosy cafe near the court, ‘cause I’m leaving (2) ________ Italy in a (3) ________ 

days and not coming back till the end of next month. 

(4) __________ you like to come? If yes, (5) ________ me know as soon as possible.  

Love,  
Peter 

                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                      ____/5 points 
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